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because the prosperity of the County Is due to Indian enterprise. He would
rather see the County barren and devoid of any population than see it
green and yielding any splendid revenue to the Colony, making it
possible for hundreds of princely European farmers to enjoy themselves.
The writer, moreover, admits that much of the land is leased out to the
Indians by the Europeans, that is to say, the European farmers are unable
themselves to make the land pay unless they are to employ Indian agricul-
turalists to till it. Again,, it should be remembered that, after all, if it
has been possible for the Indian to own any land at all, it is due to the
sale by the original European owners. And in spite of the correspondent of
our contemporary calling them unpatriotic on that score,, unbiassed
people would consider that it was not only a benefit to the sellers but also
to the community in general that they, by giving the Indian an opportunity
of working on the soil, have added to the prosperity of the Colony.

The arguments and facts advanced by the correspondent, in our
humble opinion, shew deplorable weakness of mind and a lack of appre-
ciation of economic policy. Well-behaved, sober, industrious people
would be considered a valuable asset in any community, It is only in the
Colonies where a dog-in-the-manger policy is the ruling passion that we
hear an outcry against such people. After all, we imagine that u community
bereft of simple-living and industrious people would not be able for long
to hold its own and turn the resources of the land upon which it lives to good
account,

Indian Opinion, 24-3-1904

120. PLAGUE Hf
THE GREAT WORK OF THE INDIAN COMMUNITY
The Plague had been discovered (it would not be correct to say it had
broken out) in Johannesburg nearly two months ago* The Indians gave the
warning to the authorities2 that they must expect an epidemic unless they
remedied the condition that the so-called Insanitary Area -had assumed
after the Town Council took possession, for, after the 26th September,
tenants were accepted by the Town Council within that area irrespective
of the size of the buildings let. There has, therefore, taken place over-
crowding that defies description. Add to this the increase in insanitation
owing to inability of the Council to keep the premises clean* The responsi-
bility having been taken out of the hands of the Stand-owners, they were
powerless to control fifty or more people living on each Stand. Before the
26th September last year, the owners of 96 Stands in the Indian Location,
for instance, were liable for proper sanitation; when the Town Council
assumed control, it therefore meant the employing of at least 96 topazes,
This the Council could not or would not do; anyhow, the area that never
1  This appeared as "From our own. Correspondent".
2  Vifo "Letter to Dr. Porter", February 11, 1904*